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IT SAM: XX. 1, 2. 


Belial, whoſe Name was Sheba, 


nd there happened to be there a Man of 


the 


Son of Bichri, a Benjamite: and He 
blew a Trumpet and ſaid, We have no. 


to his Tents, O Iſrael. 


Son of Bichr: : But the Men of 
clave unto their King from fordan 
to Jeru ſalem. 


0 every Man of Iſrael went up fi 
after David, and followed Sheba the 
Judah 


Part in David, neither have we Inhe- 
ritance in the Son of Feſſe : every Man 


Yom 


eVEen 


H1S, and the foregoing Chapter, give us 
the Hiſtory of the Riſe, Progreſs, and Con- 
cluſion, of an Unnatural Rebellion rais'd 
againſt Good King David : One that ap- 

zared formidable, and might have been of unhappy 


Conſequence to Him, and his Kingdoms; had not 


of God thereupon) ſeaſonably ſuppreſs'd it. 
Narrative of the Matter is this. 


ts timely Care and Vigilance (with the Bleſſing 


The 


King David had been ſome time abſent from his 


Royal City, having fled out of the Land for Abſalom. 


But as ſoon as the Death of Ab/alom had removed 
l Difficulties, The People were at Strife throughout all 
the Tribes of {ſrael, about bringing the King back 


to Ferwſalem, to reinſtate Him in his Throne. 


* 2 Sam. c. 19. v. 9. 


A 


The 


= 4 * - 
* >» 

ww s ©. a 
* r 


4 — 5 — Jn 


* <4 
225 — 


c 
Aa s. 4 "* 6 Tt ag 4+» 4 « 4 ge. £ P 
£2 Cc 22 | 
— —_ % 4 — - OY - - 
| a SS” — — 


— — —_ _—_ 
— — 
- — 2 
— 


* — — 
©. 

SS... 2 

1 

— —ů 


ISL 
„ * 1 


— 


... 
4d 


— 5 — N > Þ * 
2 — i + 4. 
RODE VETS 

PAs; > +> 

* — -. * 


7222 
* 


z A Thankſgrvumg SERMON before 


The King hearing of the Zeal and Concern whi 
his Subjects of Iſrael had for Him, thought pr 
r to intimate it to the * Elders of Fudah, inyi 
Them, as being neareſt akin to Him, of t 
ſame Tribe with Himſelf, * his Brethren, his Bo 
and his Fleſh, as Himſelf expreſſeth it, to come 
Him with all convenient Speed, that they might n 
be the laſt to bring back. the King. 
By this affectionate and endearing Meſſage, * i 
bowed the Heart of all the Men of Judah, even as t 
Heart of one Man, ſo that ſent this Word u 
the King, Return Thou and all thy Servants. A 
ſoon alter They went, in Perſon, to meet Hin 
and to conduct Him over Jordan, “ in his W. 
to FJeruſalem. 


While the Men of Fudah were thus paying the of 
early Offices of Duty and Reſpe& to their Roy L 
Maſter, The Men of Iſrael thinking Themſelves nv ' 
glected and poſtponed, in a Matter which concern pd 
their Honour, and their Intereſt, began to be f * 


of Anger and Reſentment againſt their Brethrt 
of Judah. and accordingly came to the King wi 
Remonſtrances and Complaints againſt Them. 
have our Brethren, the Men of Fudah, ſtolen 
away, and have brought the King and his Houſo 
and all David's Men with Him over Jordan? 
which the Men of Judah replied very juſtly, t 
the Reaſon was, becauſe the King was © wear of | 
to Them; intimating withal, that what They i 
was not ſo much, with an Eye to their own Ad 
vantage (not having eater at all of the King's Cal 
as out of their particular Duty and Affection 
2 Soveraign, to whom They were ſo nearly 
lated. 


1 V. 11. 2 V. 13. 3 V. 14. 4 V. 15. F5 V- 
6 V. 42. 1 
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This did not fatisfy ; But ſtill the 7/aelites in- 
pred, that They had * ten Parts in the King, ac- 
wil ding to the Number of their Tribes, and there- 
thre more Right in David than the other: and why 
one, lay They, did ye deſpiſe Vs, that our Advice 
uuld not be firſt had in bringing back our King; The 
en of Judah being hereby warm'd and irritated, 
ye Them rough Language in Return; and their 
ſards were fiercer than the Words of the Men of Iſrael. 

And now Matters began to look towards a Rup- 
we. Which yet, very probably, might have been 
evented, but that there happened to be there 4 
lan of Belial, a factious, turbulent Man; (one 
ho probably had had an inveterate Hatred to 
ie Houſe of David) whoſe Name was Sheba, the 
» of Bichri, a Benjamite, perhaps of the Houſe 
d Lineage of Saul, as was Shimei; He knowing 
ow to take Advantage of a popular Diſcontent, 
xd wanting not the Will to do it, preſently blew 
Trumpet and ſaid, We have no Part in David, nei- 
have we Inheritance in the Son of eſſe ; every 
an to his Tents, O Iſrael. As much as to fay, 
We, of the Tribes of IJrael, are diſmiſs'd from 
King David; and have no farther Intereſt, or 
* Concern, with Him. He has diſcarded us to 
take our Brethren in; and has no regard but to 
the Houſe of Judah. To your Tents, O 1frael: 
and look ye out for another King. This was 
li utting the moſt invidious and malicious Con- 
\ 


hi 


Irution upon what had been done, that could be. 
d was turning the Rage of the diſcontented Peo- 
de upon the King Himſelf, who had no way af- 
Wironted Them, except it was by his inviting, and 
dmitting the Men of Judah, which He had {6 
great Reaſon to do. | 


* V. 43. 


A 2 But 


3. 
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But when Men's Minds are fore, and fretted wit 
Contention, They are very apt to run mto Extremes 
and to take every Thing by the worſt Handle ; and 
ſo every Man of Iſrael went np from after David (de 
ſerted, and revolted from Him) and folloved Sheb. 
the Son of Bichri. It was preſently made a Pari 
Concern, and accordingly, all, that were there, joine 
in it. Some, we may ſuppoſe, ont of Reſentmen 
and III-will; and others out of Fear, or Shame; lea 
They ſhould ſeem unconcerned for, or regardleſ o 
what was, or what was pretended to be, the Com 
mon Cauſe of their Brethren. 

By Man of Iſrael, in the Text, we are 

not to underſtand All the ten Tribes; but tha 
Part only who were there preſent; all that came t 
conduct the King over Jordan; probably a ſmal 
Number, in Compariſon to the Whole. 
Tie Men of Fudah however, as well out of Af 
fection and bounden Duty, as becauſe They bac 
been the unhappy Occaſion of the others Revolt 
clave unto their King from Jordan even to Jeruſalem 
conducting Him all the Way to his Royal Scat 
placing Him in his Throne, and ſteddily adherin: 
to his Intereſt, againſt all Oppoſers. | 

No ſooner had the King diſpatch'd his neceſſar) 
Affairs, but He * aſſembled the Men of Fudah toge- 
ther, thinking it high time to look after the grow 
ing Rebellion. For, Sheba was fo vigilant, that 
He went through all the Tribes of Iſrael, poy ſoning 
the Minds of the King's Loyal Subjects, and draw- 
ing many after Him. King David was ſufficiently 
apprehenſive of it ; and therefore ſuddenly gave Or- 
ders to his Forces to purſue Him. David ſaid 10 
Abiſhai, now ſhall Sheba, the Son of Bichri, do us more 
Harm than did Abſalom: Take Thou thy Lord's Ser. 

1 Ch. 20. v. 3. 4 2 V. 14 3 V. 6. 
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the Un1verstrty of Cambridge. 5 
ants, and purſne after Him, leſt He get Him fenced - 
Cities, and eſcape us. 
And there went out after Him Joab's Men, and the 
(herethites, and the Pelethites, and all the mighty Men; 
ond = went ont of Feruſailem to purſue after Him 
with all Expedition, to ſtop his Progreſs, and there- 
by to prevent a general Defection of the Tribes. 
This G ſcaſonable and prudent Diſpatch of the 
King's Forces, had, by the Bleſſing of God, it's 
lefired Effect. 
ml Sheba was in a little time, beſieged and block'd 
up, at the Place of his Rendevouz, which was * Abel 
a Beth-maachah ; and the People of the Town, ei- 
uiiter out of a Senſe of Loyalty, or out of Tender- 
es for Themſelves, finding They had no other 
al emedy, were glad to capitulate, and to buy their 
Peace, at the Price of the Traytor's Head. Upon 
this They diſpers'd, and the Rebellion ended. 
rhis is a brief, but full, Account of the Matter 
tief Fact. Theſe Things, no doubt, were written 
for our Admonition, and may be uſeful to us, when 
t carefully conſidered. My Deſign is, 


1. To draw ſuch RefleGions and Obſervations 
"Ws naturally occur to us, from the Contents of the 
bregoing Hiſtory. 

. To make ſome brief Application of them, ſo 
acer as is ſuitable, to the Occaſion of this Day's 
8 olemnity. 

z. To conclude the whole with a few practical 
YMAdvices proper to the Place and Audience. | 


0 I. I am to draw ſuch Reflections and Obſerya- 

e ons, as may naturally occur to us, from the Con- 

»ents of the foregoing Hiſtory. 

V. 15, ; 
- 1. Ard 
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1, And the firſt is, how Men's Paſſions, begin 
ning; often from ſome very ſlight and inconſidera 
ble Occaſions, ſwell, by Degrees, to an amazin 
Hight: and carry Them farther than They at firl} 
intended, or ſo much as ſuſpected; even to Things 
which Themſelves, when cool and ſedate, would 
have heartily abhorred. 

How ſmall and trifling a Circumſtance was it (i 
rightly conſidered) that the Men of Judah happen'd 
to come firſt to the King; and were before-hand 
with their Brethren of I rael, in paying their duti-M £19! 
ful Addreſſes to Him. Might it not have contented] Co 
the Men of 77ael, that their own Hearts were Loyal, hav 
that they meant the ſame Thing with the other, hadi Sr" 
done their beſt to ſignify it, and only failed in a ] 
{mall Circumſtance of Time, and that not through Paſ 
any Neglect, or Fault of theirs, but by being pre- Th 
vented by their Brethren? Was it worth contend- pet! 

ing ſo Eagerly, who ſhould be there firſ# to con- ads 
Aus the King over Jordan, ſo long as both were kne 
agreed in the Principal Matter, that He ought to be 
conducted; and that it was for the Common Intereſt, 
that He ſhould return, and be ſet at the Head of 
his People? Admitting that the Men of Judah had 
the Advantage by ingratiating Themſelves firſt with 
the King: yet was this any thing more than what the 
was very natural for Men to take, when They had I Pal 
ſo fair an Opportunity for it; or than the Men of Ge 
Iſrael Themſelves would gladly have taken in the 71 
like Circumſtances, and have approved very well, lau 
when it had been their own ? Could one ever ha 
have imagined, that this ſhould be thought Reaſon W WI 
ſufficient. to juſtify a Revolt, and the taking up MW me 
Arms againſt their Soveraign? Had it been told I th: 
the Ifraelites before-hand, what monſtrous Extrava- 
gancies They ſhould run into: that They ſhould Y * 


ingage 


the UNIVERSITY of Cambridge. 7 


ingage in a Rebellion againſt the Lord's Anointed ; 
ind enter into Meaſures equally deſtructive to their 
Country, and Themſelves; that They ſhould run 
the Risk of ſacrific ing the Lives of many innocent 
dubjects; of bringing Deſtruction and Deſolation on 
many well-deſerving Families; of filling their Coun- 
trey with Cries and Tears, laying Citics waſte, or 
i burying them in Blood and Aſhes: Had theſe, or 
che like Scenes of Barbarity and Cruelty (the cer- 
id tain Attendants of a Civil War of any long Con- 
i. tinuance) been repreſented to Them in their blackeſt 
d Colours beſore-hand; which of them might not 
, have ſaid, as ZHazacl to the Prophet, * Whar, is t 
adi Servant 4 Dog, that He ſhould do this great Thing? 

But when once Men give way to their unruly 
Paſſions, They are no longer Maſters of their own 
Thoughts or Deſigns : but are hurried on by an im- 
petuous Force, Conſideration leaves Them ; and They 
advance by imperceptible Steps ſo far, that They 
know not how to retreat. + The Beginning of Strife 
is, (as the wiſe Man obſerves) as when one kieth 
one Mater. It rages and ſwells more and more, till 
it makes an Inundation, and overflows a Coun- 
trey. b 

The Conteſt between the Men of Judah, and 
the Jſrachtes, was at firſt, little more than a ſtr 
Paſſion for the King's Intereſt, and their Country's 
Good; joined with ſome Impatience, that any ſhould 
rival, or go beyond them in it. Thus far it was 
laudable and generous: and had it ſtop'd here, all 
had been well. But They proceeded to quarrel 
with each other, *till both were inflamed to the ut- 
moſt. A Rupture enſues, a Seceſſion follows, and 
the next Step, is Rebellion. 


* Kings 8. 13. f Prov. 19. 14- 
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2- You may pleaſe to Obſerve farther, that the 
Conteſt, however ſharp and fierce before, had ne- 
ver come to that Hight it did, had not there hap- 
pened to be a Sheba amongſt Them, to blow the 
Trumpet to Sedition and Rebellion. Artful Repre- 
ſentations, and ſtudied Diſguiſes; invidious Conſtru- 
| ions, and malicious Aggravations ; Theſe were 
what fared their Paſſions to the utmoſt ; and turn'd 
'em into Fury, Then They were prepared to go 
any Lengths with their Leader. Then They flew 
off in Rage from that very King, whom, bur a little 
while before, They beheld with the greateſt Re- 
ſpect and Vencration. 

And here, I cannot but refle& a little upon the 
Nature of Incendiaries, The Leaders and Promoters of 
Tumults and Seditions; How miſchievous a fort of 
Men They are; how dangerous to any State or King- 
dotn. Generally ſpeaking, the Bulk or Body, of any 
People, are diſpoſed to be peaceable and quiet. They 
love to mind their own proper Buſineſs; and would 
of Themſelves, be eaſy, almoſt under any Govern- 
ment. They would never think of Rebelling, till 
loaded with Oppreſſions ; ſuch, as it were better to 
Die, than to bear any longer. Reaſon, or the Love 
of Peace, or the public Good, or their own private 
Intereſt, would incline Them to lie Still; and bind 
Them down to Submiſſion and Order. Therc's no 
Pleaſure, or Safety in Seditions and Riots, which 
ſhould make Men fond of being active in Them. 
They are firſt drawn in by artificial Inſinuations, M 
and crafty Pretences: Such as They have neither 
Skill, nor Inclination, nor Leiſure to enquire into, . 
but, as Scripture obſerves of ſome that followed Al- 
falom, * o in their Simplicity, and They know not 
any thi 1 Conſequence — he ſame, 
* 2 Sam. 15. 11. | 
when 
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hen once their Paſſions are wound up to a Pitch, 
rhatever were the Motives, real or imaginary, which 
nis d them. This their deſigning Leaders know: 
nd They underſtand too well, what uſe to make 
of it. But, | 
z. We are next to take Notice, what abſurd, and 
nconfiſtent Things Men are hurried into, by a pre- 
dominant Humour, or Paſſion; hightening and in- 
ceaſing thoſe very Evils, ſeeming or ny, which 
They: ſeek to redreſs, | 

Apprehenfion of being Second only in the 
King's Favor, was what much afflicted the Men of 
ſrael, What Courſe do they take to remedy this 
Grievance? Not the true and only pious or prudent 
Method, that of Patience and Meekneſs, of Dutiful 
d Loyal Behaviour, of Zeal for the King's Set» 
ice, and for the Honour and Intereſt of their 
ountrey ; which muſt have gain'd Them the Fa- 
or and Affection of their Soveraign, and the Love 
4 Eſteem of all wiſe and good Men: but the di- 
& contrary. They Rebel againſt that Soveraign, 


appineſs, which They courted. And how were 
hey now to better their Circumſtances, or to re- 
reſs the Grievance complain'd of? Could They 
dope for a milder, gentler, or better Prince than 


K ing David? Or could any of Them be ſecure 
a at, under a new Government, They might not 


v ſoon break out into Factions and Parties, and as 
bon ſupplant, or ruine one another? Beſides, how 
ould They expect that God ſhould give Succeſs to 
Deſign ſo ill-form'd; and laid in Perfidiouſneſs 
nd Treaſon ? Or if He ſhould, that the Success it 


— lf might not prove a Snare and a Curſe to Them; 
it is the uſual Method of Divine Providence to 
oo ke the Proſperity of wicked Men, firſt ör laſt, 
5 N an 
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an Inlet to their greater Miſery? We find this emi 
nently verified in thoſe. very Hraelites, within 
Reign or two after. They were diſpleas'd at ſome 
rough Uſage They had met with from their King n. 
Rehobuam; And They * rebelled againſt the Houſe 
of David from that day. This God was pleas'd te 
permit, partly in Conſequence of what He had de 
nounc'd againſt t Solomon ; and partly by way of Pe 
nalty to the /ſraclites Themſelves; who had beer 
Partakers in his Sins. The Iſſue of this was: that 
23s. They revolted from their lawful Soveraign, (| 
They revolted from their Religion too, and wen 
out of Rebellion into Idolatry. When Principle 
of Morality once fit looſe upon Men, it is not to b 
expected that Principles of Religion will ſtay long 
But to 33 | 

Another Grievance which lay heavy upon th 
Minds of the 1ſraelires, was the appearing Shght an 
Contempt thrown upon Them by the Men of Juda 
But is Sedition the way to take off Contempt 
Or is Rebellion the ready Road to Honour? Woul 
not a manly and 8 Behaviour, a ſteddy Lo 
alty to their lawful Soveraign, a noble Ardor fort 
true Good of their Countrey, not to be ſhaken b 
any private Reſentment, or impotent Paſſion; wou 
not this have abundantly retrieved their Honour, a 
have ſet Them. above Contempt and Obloquy 
Would not this have been infinitely better than 
betray a weak Mind, or a corrupt Heart; the ſure 
way to render any Perſon contemptible, as the cot 
trary is to create Reverence and Reſpect ? Bell 
that if ſuch Deſigns fail of Succeſs (as They co 
monly do) the Contempt is ſo far from being 
moved, that it returns upon Them with dou 


* x Kings 12. 19. f 1 Kings 11. v. 12. 33s 


nd triple Weight. Thus it proved in the Caſe 


urpoſes. Their Leader ſuffered, and the Reft were 
Mconrent to bear much greater Ignominy than what 
WThey firſt complain'd of. | | 
Another thing, which we may reaſonably ſup- 
ole afflicted the 1/raclites, was, that They knew 
wt how otherwiſe to be revenged on the Men of 
But it ſhould have been confider'd, that 
| ſuch Deſire of Revenge, is both fooliſh and 
Wurtful. Hurtful to the World, and moſt of all 
nerally to the enraged Perſons themſelves, both 
to the inward Torment it carries with it, and the 
Effects and Conſequences of it. The Miſchief 
hich They intended for Others (as is uſual in ſuch 
aſes) fell chiefly upon Themſelves. And the un- 
wpy Men found, to their Sorrow, that it would 
we been infinitely better to have born a flight 
rievance, than to have ventured upon unwarrant- 
le Methods of redreſſing it. | 
4. You- may pleaſe to obſerve farther, how 
ong and invincible the Prevalence of ſome Paſ- 
ons is for the time, maugre all the Remonſtrances 
Religion, or even Common Humanity. As to 
eligion; could not the Men of Hrael have re- 
kted, what a great and crying Sin They were 
ming into? That They were to lift up their 
nds againſt the Lord's Anointed ; the Man whom 
hey knew to be choſen of God, * zo feed his Peo- 
[ſrael, and to be 4 Captain over Ifraet; whom 
hey had ſolemnly Sworn to, or, made 4 league with, 
Hebron before 4 Lord, and anointed King over 
acl, Notwithſtanding all which, upon flight 
louetences, They Rebel againſt Him. So little does 


* 2 Sam. F. V. 2. 
3 a Senſe 
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before us. God was pleas'd to defeat their wicked 
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ſtrances of Religion and Humanity, ſeldom |: 


-ried Them on, fed by Miſtakes and Miſconſtr 


p Bitterneſs, 15 not the natural State of Man's Mine 
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2 Senſe of Religion avail, when Men are under 
Power of. ſtrang Reſentments, and ſo true is ii 


(however Melancholy a Truth it be) that Nature, Af 


cotrupt Nature, will, for the moſt Parr, prevail it, 
over Duty and Principle. And hence it is, that the adr 
Strength of any Government, generally, lies mor Ini 
in the Aectious, than in the Conſciences, of the peo Ih 
ple. This is the leſs to be wonder'd at, ſince cveſ wh 
the Common Principles of Humanity, Strong ag cal 
They ate in moſt Perſons, yet bend and yield tc 
unruly Paſhons, Had the Rebel-//7aclites, bad an 
Pity or Compaſſion left either for Enemies or Friend; 
any Tenderneſs for their Native Countrey, whic 
They were endeavouring to lay waſte; any Bowe 
for their Brethren, Wwhoſe Blood They had a mind 
to ſpill; any Conſideration for the Cries or Tears 
the Frights or Agonies, of ſuch as They were blind 
ly haſting on, to Ravage, Plunder, Murther, ane 
Deſtroy 3 They could never have enter'd, upon ſ 
ſlight Motives, into ſo raſh and deſperate an Under 
taking. But I proceed, 

5. To obſerve, what is of more comfortab| 
Conſideration to us, that ſuch violent and impetu 
ous Paſſions, as make Men Deaf to the Remon 


long. ä 
No ſooner was Sheba, the Promoter of the M. 
chief removed, but the People whom He had ( 
duced, cooled into Duty and Order, grew Cal 


and Eaſy. As it was a ſudden Paſſion which hu 


Rions; fo it died upon the firſt Check and D iſap 
pointment, They returned to their Allegiance, an 
the King lived Peaceably ever after. 

A State of Anger and Reſentment, Fiercenels : 


ern nc ÞMmraoartU@t wo rg gofE HTAOt = 
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Mit requires ſome outward Force and Violence, as 
ito raiſe it at firſt, ſo to keep it up afterwards. 


Afflictions will bow it down, or Reflections calm 
it, or Time will wear it out; if no new Fuel be 
;dminiſtred to revive it. Thus it happened in the 


MF Inſtance which F have been conſidering: and thus, 


I hope, it hath happened alſo, in the nearer Inſtance, 
which I am next to conſider ; and which gave oc« 
caſion to this Day's joyful Thankſgiving. 

But when I fay joyful, miſtake me not, as if I 
thought it all Matter of Joy and Triumph, with- 
out a proper Mixture of Compaſſion, Shame, and 
Sorrow. This is not like the Triumph over 2 
Foreign Enemy; nor does it become us to ſhow our 
Rejoycings in the fame Manner, or with the fame 
unbounded Freedoms. For, tho' the Bleſſing of 
Heaven be as great, or greater, and the Divine 
Goodneſs as remarkable in putting an End to 2 
Rebellion, and preventing a Civil War at Home, as 
in repeated Victories Abroad: yet, there is a Ten- 
derneſs due to the Misfortunes of our Fellow Sub- 
jets: and not of thoſe only, who ſpent their Loyal 
Blood in the Service of their King and Countrey, 
but of Them likewiſe, who were unwarily \drawn 
in and enticed the other way,' and have either 
fallen in Battel, or have died Ingloriouſly by the 
Hands of Juſtice : or of ſuch as ſtill ſurvive; but 
are too much filled with Shame or Grief," to 
rejoyce with us; and ſuch alſo as have their Minds 
ſo unhappily divided, between private Affections 
and the publick Good, that They are not yer 
able to have 'a full and perfect Senſe of the 
Bleſſings of Heaven, or to reliſh the Happineſs of 
their Countrey, Theſe, and the like Confiderati- 
ons muſt caſt a-damp upon our Joy, on this Oc. 
gaſjon; and render it ſomething like to what a _ 

4 cels 
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feels within Himſelf, when by the Loſs of his Limbs{Which 
He bas had the good Fortune to preſerve his Body | 
This ſhall make me the more tender of ſpeaking 
to the Caſe in Hand: and it were well if we could 
draw a Veil over what can hardly be remember'd 
without a ſilent Shame and Sorrow for it. I ſhall 
however proceed to my Second general Head, 
namely, | 


II. To make ſome brief Application of the fore- 
going Reflections, to the Occaſion of this Day's 
Solemnity. | e 1 
F ſhall not minutely conſider (nor indeed do I 
to know) the Birth and Riſe, or the par- 
ticular Springs and Motives of the late Rebel- 
hon | 


1. Only: I ſhall beg leave to obſerve in General, 
what is Open and Viſible to all, that Paſſion and 
Reſentment. had the greateſt Hand in it; as it is 
the beſt Excuſe for it, I mean-in Thoſe, who 
were profeſs d Proteſtants; and ſuch of Them eſpe- 
cially, as had no Scruple about the Settlement, in the 
late Reign, nor in the Beginning of this, nor ſince, 
if we may be allow'd to think (as certainly we 
may) that a Man, is not influenc'd by any Prin- 
ciples of Conſcience, who at the ſame time Swears, 
and Acts againſt it, | 

Title indeed was here pretended, as is uſual in 
ſuch Caſes. But whoever conſiders that the pre- 
tended Title had been, in a manner, Univerſally 
difown'd and diſclaim'd in the two preceding Reigns, 
and frequently rejected by the whole Legiſlature, 


and abjured by Men almoſt of all Ranks, Orders, 
or Denominations amongſt us, both then and ſince, 
will deaſily allow that Title was the Pretence only; 
and Diſguſts and Diſcontents the true 1 
| | Whic 
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imb Vhich reminds me of an Obſervation made by 2 
ody. Preat Stateſman, and a Polite Writer of our own; 


ing * that upon the Diſputes of Right and Title to 
ould$*. the Crown, between the two Roſes, or Races, of 
der df York, and Lancaſter, the popular Diſcontents at the 


ſhall | preſent Reign, made way for the Succeſſhon of 
ead, a new Pretender, more than any Regards of Right 
« or Juſtice in their Title; which ſerved only t 
cover the Bent and Humour of the People to ſuch 
re- a Change. Men mey pretend Conſcience for their 
y's EY Humours, their Paſſions, their Follics, their Vices; 

and it is frequent enough ſo to do; and not eafy 
Io diſcover whether They are ſincere or no, while 
r- © They act conſiſtently with Themſelves. But it 
- muſt be a ſtrange fort of Conſcience, that cannot 
be brought to comply with a Government, and yet 
can be brought to Swear to it: which is full of 
Scruples about ſo uncertain a Thing as the pretend» 
ed Title, and yet has ro Scruple about ſo plain 
and clear a Thing, as the Obligation of an Oathz 
Which dares not give up ſome ſuppoſed Rights of 
Another, on any Conſideration whatever, for fear 
of Damnation ; and yet is not afraid to give up the 
very Bonds and Links of Humane Society, and the 
moſt ſacred Ties of All Governments; in a Word: 
to make God's Name cheap, his Authority con- 
temptible, and his Vengeance deſpicable in the Eye 
of the World. But to proceed, 

2. I crave leave to obſerve next, that it may 
reaſonably be preſumed , that Matters had never 
proceeded fo far as to an open Rebellion, had They 
not been induſtriouſly and artfully managed by the 
Sheba's of our Land, the Emiſſaries of the Church 
of Rome; I mean, the proſeſs d Papiſts, Men of the 


Temple. Miſcell. part 3. p. 46. 
molt 
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moſt inveterate Hatred to Our Religion, Laws, and 
Eſtabliſhment, and to whatever tends to the Pro. 
ſperity and Honour of the Engliſh Church, or the 
#zkſh Nation. Who have been contriving all ima- 
ginable ways to blaſt and ruine our Happy Refor- 
mation from the firſt Commencing of it; have been 
concern'd almoſt in every Commotion of State, 
and active in every Rebellion; feeding upon our 
Factions, and rejoycing daily in our unhappy Di- 
viſions. Theſe, as is well known, were the Chief 
Promoters of the late Diſturbances ; actuated with 
Revenge againſt our King, our Countrey, our Laws, 
and Conſtitution ; and with a Zeal for that Church, 
which ſcruples not to allow, and even to bleſs and 
ſanctify, any Fraud or Deceit, any Treachery or 
Perfidiouſneſs, any Rage or Violence, in order to 
extirpate what They call Hereſy, and to carry on 
the Cauſe of their own Superſtition. and Idolatry. 
How would They rejoyce, and inſult over us, to 
find us doing with our own Hands, what They have 
been labouring unſucceſsfully for above a Century 
and a half together? As to our Heats and Animo- 
ſities amongſt our Selves, They may ſubſide and fall 
by Degrees; and every Thing may revert into 
right Order, ſo long as we keep out the Common 
Enemy. Bur if once we open a Door to Papal 
8 and Uſurpation, and ſubmit our ſelves to 
that Yoke of Bondage, all will be loſt, and paſt reco- 
very. It is worth remarking, that amidſt our many 
Diſtractions and Confuſions, during the Grand Re- 
bellion and Uſurpation, there was ſo much of the 
Engliſh Spirit ſtill left, that They preſerved Them- 
ſelves againſt any Attempt of Foreign Powers. The 
Nation was ſtill honour'd and rever'd Abroad, tho 
diſmally divided and diſtracted at Home. In a 
while, Their Heats abated, and They ſettled who 

Order 


n 
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d Morder and Regularity » fill retaining their own 
>» Woveraignty and Independency, and their Religi- 
ie eus and Civil Rights Whole and Entire. Theſe 
Reflections have carried me a little out of Method: 
but I return. | | 

I ſhould here go on to purſue the Parallel! be- 
tween the Caſe of the revolting //7aelires, and that 
of the Perſons concern'd in the late Rebellion, in 
many Particulars; as the ſtrange abſurdity and 


Method to redreſs any imaginary or real Grie- 
rnces, without involving the whole Nation in infi- 
tel more and greater; how repugnant to the 
principles of Religion, and to Common Humanity; 
how unlikely to proſper, and how deſtructive in 
t's Conſequences, if it had. The laſt I ſhall ſpeak 


Js preſently ; The reſt I paſs over: the Thing ſpeaks 
+ Wh ſelf, or may be cafily underſtood from what 
 Whath been obſerved above; and we may ſpare our 
* Wives the trouble of an ungrateful Remembrance. It 
$ 


s ſufficient that the good Hand of Providence has 
defeated and blaſted the Deſigns of our Enemies. 
That our Countrey is not made a Scene of War, 
Ir a Field of Blood: That Neighbours and Bre- 
tren are not, at this preſent, Deſſroying and Mur- 
thering one another: that our Goods and Poſſeſſions 
re not violently torn from us, our Houſes rifled, 
dur Temples defac'd, Villages burned up, or Cities 
conſumed, and turn'd into ruinous Heaps. * That 
Judah and Iſrael may dinell ſafely every Man under 
his Vine, and under his Figtree. In a Word: that 
ve have the Comfort 1 Happineſs to meet toge- 
zether this Day, to bleſs and praiſe Almighty God 
for the Preſervation of our King and our Countrey, 


= VF Wn = y V 


* 1 Kings 4. 25. 
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nconſiſtency of the Defign, how improbable a 
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our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, and all we hole 
dear, from impending Ruine. What the Conſe 
quences of a ſucceſsful Rebellion, ( after a ſever, 
Struggle, and wading through. a Sea of Blood 
might have been, we do not certainly know); an 
it is happy for us that we do not. But in all hu 
man Views, and according to the probable Iſſu 
of Things ( without a miracle to prevent them 
the leaſt we could expect was, to have had the no 
bleſt and happieſt Iſland in the World ravaged anc 
defaced by foreign Invaders; the braveſt People 
who have been uſed to give the Law, or the Bal 
lance to Europe, made the Scorn and the DeriſiofWr i 
of thoſe that hate them; and, to finiſh our Miſery: 
the pureſt and beſt conſtituted Church in the Chri 
ſtian World, which was founded in the Blood o 
Martyrs, and has been preſerved hitherto by marvel 
lous Providences, given up for a Prey to Seducers, and 
overrun with Bigottry, Superſtition, and Idolatry. 
But ſome perhaps may think : might not God' 
good Providence have prevented all this, even un 
der a Succeſſion of Popiſh Princes? Yes certainly 
it might. For what might not an omnipotent Gol 
do for us, under the moſt deplorable and deſperat 
Circumſtances? But who ſhall aſſure us that Hi 
will do it, if we ſuffer our ſelves to fall into ſuc 
Circumſtances, by our own Supineneſs, or, what i 
worſe, Perverſeneſs? Let any Man tell us why Pre 
vidence has not prevented the like in other Coun 
treys: or how it comes to pals, that a Succeſho 
of Popiſh Princes hath ever proved fatal to the Pro 
teſtant Religion. The Roman Conclave underſtan 
this well enough: And have been labouring thi 
Point with indefatigable Zeal and Pains; never doubt 
ing, but that by the gaining of this only, The) 
may ſoon bave what They pleaſe, 


I 
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It is frankly ſaid by a late Writer of the Order 
the Feſreits, ſpeaking of the Conſequence of a 
wiſh Succeſſor to theſe Kingdoms: that * it muſt 
wernate it (the Romiſh Religion) the Throne, 
md in time, bring it to prevail among the People. The 
Remark is true and juſt; founded on Hiſtory and 
Obſervation, and the plain Reaſon of Things, We 
umbly truſt, that God's good Providence will pre- 
chis ; and will ſupport that Bleſſed Reforma- 
jon, which his own right Hand hath planted in 
heſe Kingdoms. But not by Miracles, nor out 
f the ordinary Way, but by means proper to it, 
hat is, by perpetuating to us a Succeſſion of Pre- 
fant Princes; the way by which, He has been 
leaſed hitherto to ſupport it, and to preſerve it 
dyn to this Day. And we have Reaſon to think 
id hope, that He will ſtill fo preſerve and con- 
nue it; fo long at leaſt, as till the Sins of the 
ation are full-grown, till we have fill'd up the 
Meaſure of our Iniquities, and are become ripe for 
ſengeance. God grant, the Ingratitude of many 
r Mercies received, their unreaſonable Murmurs 
xd Complaints, their Diſcontentedneſs with a well- 
led Government, which They have frequently 
end., and folemnly ſworn to; their Heats and 
nimoſities, and Party-Rage, may not haſten the 
proaches of the Day of Vengeance; and too 
on Eclipſe the Bleſſed Light of the Reformation 
mongſt us. 
Bur theſe are too Melancholy Preſages upon a 
hy of Thankſgiving; which lets us into a mare 
mfortable Scene, and gives us a pleaſing Proſpect 
better Things. I ſhall paſs on to the laſt part 
my Deſign; | | | 


* F. I, D' Orleans Hiſt. Stuarts p. 298. 
C 2 III. To 
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III. To draw a few practical Advices proper t 


the Place and Audience. | bs 
1. And the firſt is, to beware of the Approache Gua 
of Paſſion, and to guard againſt any Temptation o uſio 
Provocation thereto, The Studious Life may b veß 

an Advantage to us in this reſpect; by affordini o re 
us a more thorough Inſight into the Affect ions auto b 
Workings of Humane Nature; acquainting us wit cple 


the Diſtempers of the Mind, and the Cauſes of the 
and the Methods proper to heal them; teaching 
to think, and reflect; and to turn our Eyes inwar 
upon our ſelves. This muſt render us leſs liable tt 
be enſnared by Paſſion; and better able to diſcer 
what uſe we are to make of any Trials, or Provo 
cations we may meet with from the World. 
We have complain d ſometimes, and indeed wit 
Reaſon, of the general Reflections thrown upon t 
Univerſities and Clergy : ſuch Treatment was 
injurious, as it was rude and uncivil. To thro 
Scandal at large, and to condemn whole Bodies fo 
the Faults ws a few, is an uncharitable, and unwa 
rantable procedure. And this might have bee 
enough to exaſperate ſome Men. But ſuch as co 
ſider that this was. chiefly owing to the Petulanc 
of a few Writers, and thoſe the leaſt conſidcrable 
and how unavoidable ſuch Things are, and how lit 
tle they deſerve the notice of underſtanding Mc 
and how eaſily They are wiped off by a pruden 
and exemplary Conduct; I fay, ſuch as conſide 
thus, will think ſuch Cenſures proper only to pro 
voke their Pity, or to exerciſe their Vertues, or tYde « 
put them upon the. practiſe of the Apoſtle's Rul 
* not rendering Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing 
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* 1 Pet. 3. v. 9. 
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ut contrariwiſe Bleſſing, 
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ing that are thereunto 
zalled, that ſhould inherit 4 Bleſſing. 
2. A ſecond uſeful Caution is, to be upon our 


Guard againſt any popular Pretences, or vulgar De- 


ſions. It ſhould ſeem the Privilege and Happi- 
nefs of ſuch as are train'd up to think juſtly, and 
w reflect cooly, to be above any thing of that kind; 
to be able to diſtinguiſh between Perſons and Prin- 
ciples, between Men and Things. It is natural for 
many to run in implicitely with whatever happens 
o be eſpous'd by any particular ſet of, Men, with 
whom They have been engaged in ſome Common 
Intereſts, The Reputation of Conſtancy, the Fear 
of Diſobliging, and the Shame of Deſerting ; are 
rery powerful Prejudices, and ſtrong Temptations. 
But the beſt Philoſophy, as well as Religion, teaches 
ws to arm againſt this Deluſion : acquainting us, that 
t is the part of a wiſe and good Man, to be con- 
ſtant to none, farther than They are conſtant to 
Themſelves, and to their Duty ; and that the trueſt 
Conſtancy is, to fit looſe to Men, and to keep fix'd 
tw ſound and good Principles. Men are Uncertain 
Fickle, Various: Principles are ſettled Things, ani 
change not. Theſe are what will hold, and what 
ve may ſafely truſt to, while Men's Humours are 
afloat, and their Paſhons toſs them to and fro: 
nd Theſe are what, after They have been weary 
of a vain Purſuit, They will at length return to, 
when They grow cool and reflect. 

When a Nation is unhappily divided, and Ani- 
moſities run high; it is eaſy to imagine, there may 
be danger of Extremes either way, A good Man 
has no Security in ſuch Caſes, nor any firm 
Ground, to reſt Himſelf upon, but by examin» 
ng carefully what is true, right, and juſt in it 


elf, ſeparate from common Vogue, or popular 
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Opinion. And this is ſo neceſſary a part of Chri 
ſtian Conduct, that, amidſt the Variety of Cafes 
and Incidents which may happen, there's no othe 
way of preſerving a good Conſcience, and keep 
ing up to one certain Rule and Tenour of Life 

Converſation. And He that wants either the 
Courage, or the Will, to do this, knows not yet 
what it is to be a good Chriſtian, or a good Man. 
But, | 

zal and laſtly, It ſhould be our eſpecial Care 
not only to forbear any Thing tending to promote 
Diviſions, but to uſe our belt Endeavors to heal 
and reconcile them. 

As there are none more ſenſible of theſe Things 
than our ſelves, or more likely to ſuffer by them: 
ſo I beg leave to intimate, how becoming and pro- 
per a part of our Profe ſſion and Buſineſ: It 15, to 
do, what in us lies, to prevent the Growth and 
Increaſe of them. While Animoſities prevail, Arts 
and Sciences will gradually decay and loſe Ground: 
not only as wanting ſuitable Encouragement, but 
alſo, as being deprived of that Freedom, Quiet, and 
Repoſe, which are neceſſary to raiſe and cheriſh them. 
As Diviſions increaſe, Chriſtian Charity will de- 
cline daily, till it becomes an empty Name, or an 
Idea only. Diſcipline will of Courſe ſlacken and 
hang looſe ; and the Conſequence of that mult be 
2 general Diſſoluteneſs and Corruption of Manners. 
Nor will the Enemy be wanting to ſow Tares, to 
corrupt our Faith, as well as Practice; and to in- 
troduce a general Latitude of Opinions. Arianiſin, 
Deiſm, Atheiſm, will inſenſibly ſteal upon us, while 
our Heads and Hearts run after Politicks and 
Parties. 


It were a happy Thing if any Remedy could be 
found out for theſe Grievances; if all odious * * 
« 0 


i Diſtinction could be forgotten, and laid afide ; 
es ad moderate Counſels might take place: if Men 
er vould learn Humility and Contentedneſs, Meck- 
pMrcls and Charity; and conſider that the Wrath 
fe / Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God; and that 
Will Envy and. Malice, and Party- Rage, are direct- 
ety oppoſite. to the mild and gentle Spirit of the 
0. NCoſpel. 

Fereic me to obſerve that the great Warmth and 
reWEagerncſs, which is ſhown by many, is not about 
te Heaven and Happineſs, and the Bleſſedneſs of the 
a life to come. It is not ſo much as pretended that 
the Glory of God, or the Salvation of Men, is 
what engages their Thoughts and Concern; or what 
They ſo eagerly contend for. It is all for the fad- 
ng and periſhing Things of this Life; Power, Ho- 
tour, and Riches, Theſe are the Things which 


true Spirit of Heavenly Mindedneſs, thoſe cager 


Conteſts would ſoon fall of Themſelves, as having 
ut Neo longer any ſufficient Foundation. 910 
die profels to believe a God, and a Future Judge- 
n. nent: A State of Eternal Happineſs, | and a State of 
c- Weternal Miſery. We have been taught that we are 
* * Strangers and Pilgrims here on Earth; that 
1 


ve are to ſeek for a better Conntrey, and are to look 
won our Selves as Citizens of Heaven; of that 
5. Wileſled Place, from whence all Envy and III-will, all 
to Wrath and Bitterneſs, all Rancour and Malice, all 
1- Wury and Violence, muſt be for ever ſhut out; and 
% Fothing but Love, Peace, Gentleneſs, Harmony and 
ile YCoodneſs, abound for evermore. Theſe Things, I 
reſume, are not told us, in Scripture, as Matters 
Theory, and Speculation only, or as Subjects to 
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of talk 
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tvide and diſtract us. Were it poſhble to reſtore 
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talk on: but are defign'd to influence our Practice 
and to make us good Men. 

It is a moving and a ſolemn Reflection, made b 
* a great Prelate of our Church, on another Oc 
caſion. | 

„ That a good Man would be loth to be take 
4 out of the World, reeking Hot from a ſhary 
« Contention with a perverſe Adverſary, and no 
& a little out of Countenance to find Himſelf ; 
« this Temper tranſlated into the calm and peace 
ful Regions of the Bleſſed; where nothing but pc 
«< fet Cherity and Goodwill reign for ever. Thi 
was meant of Controverſial Diſputes ; but may b 
applied with equal, or greater Force, to our Part 

Conteſts ; which are neither ſo innocent, nor 

uſeful, nor carried on fo cooly as the other. 

But this I leave to your ſerious and pious Medi 
tation. And ſhall conclude with a word or two 
Advice to the Youth of the Univerfiry, who! 
want of Years and Sedateneſs may render Them mo 
liable ro intemperate Sallies. ; 

As the privilege of their Education raiſes The: 
above the Vulgar Crowd, and is apt to inſpire large 
Thoughts and Views in Them, as well as to creat 


Expectation in Others: ſo it concerns Them highly 


to demean Themſelves ſuitably” thereto, ayd to ad 
up to their Character. 

To behave Themſelves Soberly, Peaccably 
Diſcreetly: to let Party- Diſputes alone; which c 
hardly be managed with Temper, even by Men « 
Years and Gravity. 

Not to provoke or to exaſperate one another, b 
any opprobrious Words, or invidious Names, 1 
vented only to ſow Diſcord, and to propaga 


* Tillotſon. Vol. I. 583 


Miſchi 
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Miſchief in the World. In fine, to uſe no In- 
ſulting, no Rudeneſs, no misbecoming Behaviour, 
on this Day of Ln aa or on any Day after: 
but to curb their Paſhons, to obſerve Rules and 
Orders, to ſubmit to their proper Governors, and 
to purſue their reſpective Studies; ſuch as may here- 
ifter render Them the Supports and Ornaments of 
our moſt Holy Church, and ſo many Bleſſings and 
Comforts of the Age and Place They ſhall live 
in 


In the mean while, to ſet 2 2 Example 
of Sobriety, Modeſty, Regularity, and all oe 
Graces and Virtues that may tend to promote the 
Glory of Almighty God, the Security, and Satis- 


faction of our moſt Gracious, and, to Us particu» 


arly, moſt 1nDV LGENT Soveraign, and the Peace 
of His Kingdoms; together with the Honour and 
Proſperity of the Univer/ay whereunto They belong; 
and their own Comfort, Welfare, and Happineſs 
both now and for ever. 
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